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Arguably one of the most provocative, puzzling, and misunderstood organizations of medieval

times, the legendary Knights Templar have always been shrouded in a veil of mystery, while

inspiring popular culture from Indiana Jones to Dan Brown. In The Templars, author Michael Haag

offers a definitive history of these loyal Christian soldiers of the Crusadesâ€”sworn to defend the

Holy Land and Jerusalem, but ultimately damned and destroyed by the Pope and his church. A

bestseller in the United Kingdomâ€”the first history of the enigmatic warriors to include findings from

the Chinon Parchment, the long-lost Vatican document absolving the Knights of heresyâ€”The

Templars by Michael Haag is fascinating reading.
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What sets Michael Haag's book apart from the normal fare of books about the Templars is how

much time he spends not talking about the Templars, but rather other groups, movements and

religions that existed alongside the Templars. This is a real strength of the book, as he sets the tone

for understanding how the Templars came into existence and the politics that allowed them to

become the movement they were, as well as the politics and intrigue that eventually led to their

demise. Haag is also very good about presenting, classical thinking about the Templars, and then

alongside this he includes newer source material that the modern view. Throughout the book he

intersperses short essays on related topics to give the reader a better feel for the history of the time,

with topics such as: The White Slave Trade; Chivalry and Reality; Richard the Lionheart and the

Templars, etc.There are times when he presents older and outdated thinking about certain subjects,



such as the history of Jerusalem and the destruction of the Temple during the first Jewish Revolt

and presents these as fact. Only much later in the book does he add the relevant current thinking

and correct himself. This is a very minor issue and the fact that he eventually includes modern

sources to support these events makes up for these minor inconsistencies and in my mind validates

that he has poured over many source materials to get to the true nature of the Templars.Haag

includes a discussion about conspiracy theories concerning the Templars and he is clear to

separate fact, fiction and far-fetched myths. This allows one to get to know the true Templars, while

also enjoying the legends and myths that have grown around them.
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